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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
102nd Report — “Aquatic Resources Management Bill 2015” — Tabling 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.06 pm]: I am directed to 
present the 102nd report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Aquatic Resources Management Bill 2015”. 

[See paper 4413.] 

The PRESIDENT: Do you wish to make a statement on behalf of the committee? 

Hon KATE DOUST: Yes, Mr President. 

The Aquatic Resources Management Bill 2015 amalgamates two existing fisheries management acts into 
a single scheme for the management of Western Australia’s aquatic resources. It does so by repealing the 
existing acts in part 17 of the bill and incorporating provisions with an equivalent effect into a single legislative 
scheme. 

The existing acts implement the Offshore Constitutional Settlement 1995—the OCS—that was reached between 
the commonwealth, states and territories providing for the management of marine resources in Australian 
territorial waters. There has been no change to the underlying OCS since that time. Part 15 of the bill gives effect 
to the OCS by essentially adopting the same language as part 3 of the existing Fisheries Resources Management 
Act 1994. The explanatory memorandum is clear on this point. 
The committee is satisfied that the bill does not materially change the operation of an existing uniform scheme, 
implement an additional uniform scheme or implement a further, separate intergovernmental agreement. 
Members will recall that the eighth report of the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges, which was 
adopted by the house on 20 September 2006, explained the practice of the Legislative Council regarding 
amendment bills such as the Aquatic Resources Management Bill 2015. As explained in that report, when 
a uniform scheme has been implemented by a previous act, bills proposing later amendments to that uniform 
legislation do not stand referred to the committee unless the particular bill implements fresh uniform legislation. 
The Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges incorporated this approach into appendix 3 of its eighth 
report under “Guidelines on the Practice on Bills Standing Referred”. Accordingly, the committee has resolved 
to respectfully return the bill to the house. 
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